GEES Subject Centre Update for CHUGD: 09th November 2009
Earth Science Activities 2009-10
Earth Science Learning & Teaching Event

‘Overcoming Barriers to Student Learning in the Geosciences’, Wednesday 20 January 2010, School of Geography, Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of Birmingham

The event has attracted considerable interest and 16 oral presentations, 4 posters and an international keynote have been scheduled together with an overview of the host’s ‘Earth Imaging Lab’. For further details, booking etc go to: http://www.gees.ac.uk/events/2010/geobarriers10/geobarriers10.htm 
Higher Education Specialist Group of the Geological Society
The Geological Society Education Committee has endorsed the idea of a specialist group. 
HE staff attending the September ESTA meeting at Southampton were supportive, especially if funding for the HEA dries up. Attendees at the Birmingham meeting in January will be canvassed for a wider perspective. 

For comparison, at the annual meeting of the Geological Society of America held in Portland, Oregon last month, 381 abstracts were accepted on geoscience education and sessions (poster and oral) ran all day for each of 4 days of the conference.

The activities of the GSA education division include supporting education-related meetings, sessions and fieldtrips at the annual meeting of the GSA; promoting the nomination for GSA Fellowships (distinguished honours) of those who teach geoscience; providing student and teaching grants; and giving an annual award (the Biggs Award) which recognises innovative and effective teaching of Earth science among early career lecturers.

Future activities
The Earth Science Senior Advisors (jima@soton.ac.uk, helen@helenkingconsultancy.co.uk ) welcome suggestions for future activities e.g. another residential field course, conference of heads of teaching?
Earth Science Liaison

The Earth Science page of the GEES Subject Centre website is regularly updated with news on Senior Advisor activities and relevant resources (HK). http://www.gees.ac.uk/home/discearth.htm
Geological Society Website
The higher education teaching resources page of the Geological Society’s website is regularly updated (HK). http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/gsl/op/edit/education/highered/heresources
General GEES Subject Centre Activities 2009

Professor Pauline Kneale (ex Leeds) is the new GEES Director and took up her appointment on October First.

EVENTS

GEES Subject Centre 10th Anniversary Conference - “GEES Learning and Teaching to 2020” University of Plymouth 6-9th July 2010

Further details about the conference will be announced shortly.

The event will also feature the New and Aspiring Lecturers workshop, along with a number of specialist themed workshops.

The anniversary event will consist of a combination of keynotes, parallel sessions, workshops and plenary discussions, both reflecting on the last 10 years but more importantly, looking forward to the next 10 years of learning and teaching within the GEES disciplines. There will also be optional fieldtrip and evening events throughout the programme.

INITIATIVES

Sharing and reusing learning materials in the GEES disciplines – C-change project
See http://gees.ac.uk/funding/oerpilot.htm
02/11/2009
NTFS Individual Awards 2010 – Call for nominations 

The National Teaching Fellowship Scheme (NTFS) Individual Awards 2010 call for nominations is now open. 

The nomination documents are available to download from the Academy website at http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/professional/ntfs/individual where you will find further details of the scheme, the nomination requirements, and the full application pack.
 
Please note that the deadline for the submission of electronic nomination documents is 12 noon on Wednesday 3 February 2010. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Planet (general edition) November 2009

It will be/is available online, and as hard copy. Anyone who wants hard copy should contact the Subject Centre.

Teaching Geoscience Through Fieldwork http://www.gees.ac.uk/pubs/guides/eesguides.htm#fwgeosciguide
Designing Effective Fieldwork for the Environmental and Natural Sciences
http://www.gees.ac.uk/pubs/guides/fw2/GEESfwGuide.pdf
Jan 2009: Planet Special Edition - Issue 21 - Employability, Employer Engagement and Enterprise in the GEES Disciplines

http://gees.ac.uk/pubs/planet/index.htm#P21
Jim Andrews & Helen King

November 2009

